CHAPTER  V

SIN

) who hath sinned? this man or his parents?

THE invincible desire to have others think, feel and
will as we do, or else to bring our thoughts, feelings
and ends into harmony with theirs, is probably best
explained as an instance of the general desire of
being at unity with oneself, of thinking consistently,
feeling harmoniously, willing and acting coherently
and sanely. Only in this instance it is our deeper and
more universal Self, in which we are all one, that
makes itself felt vaguely in the depths of our sub-
consciousness ; yet ever less vaguely in the measure
that we grow more deeply self-penetrating, and reach
downwards to the hidden roots of our being.

Yet deeper than this desire of spiritual agreement
with others is that of agreement with " the right/'
with some ideal or typical mind, sentiment and will.
Only as better representing or approximating to this
ultimate rule or ideal do we prefer the more general
to our own particular fashion of soul, presuming that
our difference therefrom may be eccentricity and
error rather than originality and deeper insight

Moral, as being more than social sin, is an act
of my narrower surface-will against my deepest